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BiUmingham CiW\
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ScaleV (Jeff
RobeUWV/BiUmngham
NeZV).

Birmingham Cit\ Council again dela\s vote on pa\da\ loan, title
pawn moratorium
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Joseph D. Br\ant -- The Birmingham News 

 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. -- The BiUmingham CiW\ CoXncil WhiV afWeUnoon again dela\ed

acWion on a proposed moratorium on pa\da\ loan and WiWle paZn bXVineVVeV.

The WhUee-Zeek dela\ comeV afWeU a lengWh\ debaWe and pXblic heaUing and

monWhV afWeU Whe oUiginal oUdinance ZaV pUopoVed.

MoUe Whan a do]en people Vpoke in faYoU of Whe UeVWUicWionV, Zhile anoWheU

cUoZd VWood in oppoViWion.

CoXncilZoman LaVhXnda ScaleV, Zho VponVoUed Whe oUdinance, Vaid Whe inWenW

ZaV Wo cXUb Whe pUolifeUaWion of Whe bXVineVVeV, Zhich Vhe Vaid VWifle oWheU

commeUcial deYelopmenW and pUe\ on ciW\ UeVidenWV.

ScaleV called anoWheU dela\ XnneceVVaU\.

"We did eYeU\Whing WhaW Ze ZeUe aVked Wo do," Vhe Vaid. The ordinance had been revised b\ ciW\ aWWoUne\V

and had gone WhUoXgh Whe commiWWee pUoceVV.

BXW ScaleV XlWimaWel\ did YoWe ZiWh Whe majoUiW\ in iWV 7-2 YoWe Wo dela\ conVideUaWion of Whe oUdinance.

Among Whe diYided aXdience membeUV ZeUe pa\da\ loan cXVWomeUV, Vome of Zhom called Whe bXVineVVeV

XVefXl.

"I am in diUe VWUaiWV, aV Whe\ Va\," Vaid Jo\ce VaXghn of BiUmingham. "I'm like eYeU\one elVe, VWUapped foU

caVh. I had noZheUe Wo go. ThiV ZaV m\ onl\ opWion."

BXW oWheU foUmeU cXVWomeUV Vaid Whe bXVineVVeV e[ploiW WheiU cXVWomeUV ZiWh high inWeUeVW UaWeV WhaW ofWen

WUap people inWo debWV Whe\ can neYeU pa\ off.

A UepUeVenWaWiYe of AARP alVo Vpoke Wo Whe coXncil, XUging Whe neZ UXleV.
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"It is predatory lending and it's unscrupulous," said Dr. Jack Bradford. "I'm talking about getting into

people's pockets who can ill afford it."
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